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Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/826.174 


Applicant(s) " :. : . . 
^ HORNBdSTEL ETAL:.- - ■ \]'} 


Examiner 
Scott A. Hughes 


Art Unit 

3663. 





" The MAILING DATE of this communicaUon appears on the cover sheet wit^ 
Period for Reply .^^^:^V ; / 

; • A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MbNTH(S) OR THIRTY t30) b^^^ 
.: WHICHEV 

■. 'Extensions of time may be available. under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In nbevent, however, maya reply be timely fiied..-, ; - 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the niaiilng date of this communication. 
•• ; ';- if NO period for reply Is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.^ 

r Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. §. 1 33). 
■ .. Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication^ • 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status/- ■-•■v'--* 'I 

: . ;;t)S Responsive to communicationifs) filed on 16 May 2007 : . • : ; '-.ii.:}.. -} ,'^,^ 

' ; 2a)Q . T^^ 2b)ISI This action is non-finaL 

':\ .3)Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the nierits is 
".' [ closed in accordance with the practice under £x parte Quay/e, 

Disposition of Claims 

4)1^ ■ ClaimtsV 1r10 and 21-40 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim{s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. l Y." • 

^ 5)[3- Claimfs) . is/are allowed. ■ ''•^■ ■ :{'/ 

■ 6)^ Claim(s) 1-10 and 21-40 \slare rejected. 

. 7)11] ,Claim(s) is/are objected to. ! : ••• 

. . 8)P Claim(s)_^_ are subject to restriction and/or election requirement: - r. 

Application Papers 

... &)□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. . . ^ .^'r y - '^ 

: 10)1^ The drawing{s) filed on 1 6 April 2006 is/are: a)K accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner:^ , 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1;85(a). . - . 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected toi. See 37 CFR i;i21(d). 
1 1)P The oath or declaration is. objected to by the Examiner, Note the attached Office-Action or. form PTbTl52. ' 

Pribrity under 35 U.S.C. § 119 :■ V ^ 

.12jp Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35.U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or .{p.:: . ■ 
a)DA^^ b)nSome * c)D None of: ; . >. . :V. ^ 

1 Certified. copies of the priority documents have been received. : • . . 

.2.D. Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No, , . 



3.p Copies of the certified copies of thel priority documents have been received in this iNatiohal Stage 
. application from the International Bureau (PCt Rule 17.2(a)). . ; V " ;^ 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified, copies not received: 



Attachment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTOr892) ( 

2) 0 Notice pf Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review {PTO-948) 

3) .0 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/OSy 

Paper No(s)/l\/lail. Date ;_. 



4) Q Interview Summary. (PT0^1 3) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. , . 

5) CH Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6) □ Other: • . 
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Application/Contror Number: 10/826,174 y:^,-::^ .-.'.'^..Pag^ 2'' 

•Art Unit:. 3663'' ■■'i 

■ ' ■ DETAILED ACTION . /. X ■ 

Applicant's arguments and amendments fjied 5/16/2007 haVe been fully 
Gonsidered and are suffieient to overcome the rejections under 35 USC lOlV 

Reissue Applications 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.175(b)(1), a supplemental reissue oath/deGlaration. 
under 37 GFR 1.175(b)(1) must be received before this reissue application can be . 

•;al|0Vi*ed.- ■'• / ■■V^ ^'V'^^.■ v'./^'- 

Claims 1-10 and 21-40 are rejected as being based upon a defective reissue ; v 
Oaith/Declaration under 35 U.S.C. 251. See 37 CFR 1.175. The nature of the defect is 
set forth above. 

. ,.. Receipt of jan. appropriate supplemental oath/declaration, under 37 CFR ; , . , >• 
1 .175(b)(1) will overcohrie this rejection under 35 U. S C. 251 . An example of siGCeptable ; } 
language to be used in the supplemental osith/declaration is as followj^: 

"Every error, in the patent which was con-ected in the present reissue application, and is not covered by 
a prior oath/declaration subniitted in this application, arose without any deceptive intentiori on the part 
of the applicant." ' ".. ' ■' \ ')'■ 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S;C. 112> ■ . ^ ^; 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly- / 
. claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 



'.>: 



y-- \. ■••'Arfyhif3663 " ' ' . ' .r-r'^''^^'':^'- 

. Claims 28-34 are rejected under 35 U;S.C. 112, sepond paragraph, as being^^^ . ./ ' 
. . h particularly point out and distinctly clairn the subject matte^which^^^^^;:^^ ^ ; ■ 

applicant regards as the invention: ' \ - ' ' '- 'v ' . r^ 

Clainri 28 recites the linnitation "where it was converted to seisitii^^^^ ^^^^ . . / 

. (b).of the claim, There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitatioii in the.clairn. :. ^ 
r . , . T^® t®rm "where it was converted" implies that this limitation is already present , 

Applicant should amend the claim language! to include a step where tjie electric energy • ^ ! 
: . 1$ converted to seismic energy, or some other clajm language to give antecedent basis .'. 
. for the term "was converted tp.setsmic energy.". ! . ^ . ... . ;. . 

^ Cphclusion. y--u':' 
The cited prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to . 
\, 7 ■ appiicant's-disdosure.- , 

Any Inquiry concerning this communication or earlier commuTjibations frpm^ t^^^^ • 
: exaniiiner should be directed to Scott A- Hughes whose telephone number is 57.1t272t 
6983. Theexaminer can norrrially be reached on M-F .9:00am to 5:3dpm, 5 .;. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful," th0 exairiirieir's: . 
supervisor, Jack Keith can^be reached on (571) 272-6878. The fax phone number for - 
the orgahiziatiori where this.application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300; . ' - 




Application/Control Number: 10/826.174 V . Pagf 4 

•Art Unit: . 3663- • ■ :'--^\;^-'^-'^^:y['':'^^^^^^^^^^ 

. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained fronri thfe ; • 
Patent Applicatioh Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIRV"; ^ 
Status ihforhriation for unpublished applieatiphs is available through Private PAIR only: 
F6r;more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct:usptp;gbv. . Should . 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Ejectrbnic 
Busiriess Center (EBC) at .866-2 17-9 197 (toll-free). 




